
 

Unit 1: Regions of the United States  

Content Area: Social Studies 

Grade Level: 4th  

Unit Summary: 

This unit will start as an introduction for the year.  Students will first be introduced to the social sciences.  Some social 
scientists study small groups like families, and others study large groups like nations. Social scientists want to 
understand why people behave as they do. To find out, they watch people, ask questions, and look at written records 
and other artifacts.  This will lead into an introduction to regions of the United States.  They will explore the 
geographical features of the regions and the many diverse groups of people who have changed and strengthened the 
United States. Without any one group and its contributions, the United States would not be as richly varied as it is 
today. 

 
Recommended Pacing: 

 
6-8 Weeks 

 
State Standards Addressed: 

6.1.4.A.7.   Explain how the United States functions as a representative democracy, and describe the roles of elected 
representatives and how they interact with citizens at local, state, and national levels 

 6.1.4.A.9.   Compare and contrast responses of individuals and groups, past and present, to violations of fundamental 
rights (e.g., fairness, civil rights, human rights). 

6.1.4.A.10.   Describe how the actions of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., and other civil rights leaders served as catalysts 
for social change and inspired social activism in subsequent generations. 

6.1.4.A.11.   Explain how the fundamental rights of the individual and the common good of the country depend upon 
all citizens exercising their civic responsibilities at the community, state, national, and global levels. 

6.1.4.A.13.   Describe the process by which immigrants become United States citizens. 

6.1.4.A.14.   Describe how the world is divided into many nations that have their own governments, languages, 
customs, and laws. 

6.1.4.B.1.   Compare and contrast information that can be found on different types of maps and determine how the 
information may be useful. 
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6.1.4.B.2.   Use physical and political maps to explain how the location and spatial relationship of places in New Jersey, 
the United States, and other areas, worldwide, have contributed to cultural diffusion and economic interdependence. 

6.1.4.B.3.   Explain how and when it is important to use digital geographic tools, political maps, and globes to measure 
distances and to determine time zones and locations using latitude and longitude. 

6.1.4.B.4.   Describe how landforms, climate and weather, and availability of resources have impacted where and how 
people live and work in different regions of New Jersey and the United States. 

6.1.4.B.5.   Describe how human interaction impacts the environment in New Jersey and the United States. 

6.1.4.B.6.   Compare and contrast characteristics of regions in the United States based on culture, economics, and 
physical environment to understand the concept of regionalism. 

6.1.4.B.10.   Identify major cities in New Jersey, as well as in the United States, and the world, and explain how 
geographic and demographic tools (e.g., maps, globes, data visualizations) can be used to understand cultural 
differences. 

6.1.4.C.14.   Compare different regions of New Jersey to determine the role that geography, natural resources, 
climate, transportation, technology, and/or the labor force play in economic opportunities. 

6.1.4.C.15.   Describe how the development of different transportation systems impacted the economies of New 
Jersey and the United States. 

6.1.4.D.2.   Summarize reasons why various groups, voluntarily and involuntarily, immigrated to New Jersey and 
America, and describe the challenges they encountered. 

6.1.4.D.3.   Evaluate the impact of voluntary and involuntary immigration on America’s growth as a nation, historically 
and today. 

6.1.4.D.4.   Explain how key events led to the creation of the United States and the state of New Jersey. 

6.1.4.D.11.   Determine how local and state communities have changed over time, and explain the reasons for 
changes. 

6.1.4.D.12.   Explain how folklore and the actions of famous historical and fictional characters from New Jersey and 
other regions of the United States contributed to the American national heritage. 

6.1.4.D.13.   Describe how culture is expressed through and influenced by the behavior of people. 

6.1.4.D.14.   Trace how the American identity evolved over time. 

6.1.4.D.15.   Explain how various cultural groups have dealt with the conflict between maintaining traditional beliefs 
and practices and adopting new beliefs and practices. 

6.1.4.D.17.   Explain the role of historical symbols, monuments, and holidays and how they affect the American 
identity. 
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6.1.4.D.18.   Explain how an individual’s beliefs, values, and traditions may reflect more than one culture. 

6.1.4.D.19.   Explain how experiences and events may be interpreted differently by people with different cultural or 
individual perspectives. 

6.1.4.D.20.   Describe why it is important to understand the perspectives of other cultures in an interconnected world. 

6.3.4.A.2.   Examine the impact of a local issue by considering the perspectives of different groups, including 
community members and local officials. 

RI.4.1.   Refer to details and examples in a text and make relevant connections when explaining what the text says 
explicitly and when drawing inferences from the text. 

RI.4.2.   Determine the main idea of a text and explain how it is supported by key details; summarize the text. 

RI.4.3.   Explain events, procedures, ideas, or concepts in a historical, scientific, or technical text, including what 
happened and why, based on specific information in the text. 

RI.4.4.   Determine the meaning of general academic and domain-specific words or phrases in a text relevant to a 
grade 4 topic or subject area. 

RI.4.7.   Interpret information presented visually, orally, or quantitatively (e.g., in charts, graphs, diagrams, time lines, 
animations, or interactive elements on Web pages) and explain how the information contributes to an understanding 
of the text in which it appears. 

RI.4.9.   Integrate and reflect on (e.g. practical knowledge, historical/cultural context, and background knowledge) 
information from two texts on the same topic in order to write or speak about the subject knowledgeably. 

RF.4.4.A.   Read grade-level text with purpose and understanding. 

RF.4.4.C.   Use context to confirm or self-correct word recognition and understanding, rereading as necessary. 

RL.4.1.   Refer to details and examples in a text and make relevant connections when explaining what the text says 
explicitly and when drawing inferences from the text. 

RL.4.10.   By the end of the year, read and comprehend literature, including stories, dramas, and poems at grade level 
text-complexity or above, with scaffolding as needed. 

W.4.2.B.   Develop the topic with facts, definitions, concrete details, text evidence, or other information and examples 
related to the topic. 

W.4.7.   Conduct short research projects that build knowledge through investigation of different aspects of a topic. 

W.4.8.   Recall relevant information from experiences or gather relevant information from print and digital sources; 
take notes and categorize information, and provide a list of sources. 

W.4.9.B.   Apply grade 4 Reading standards to informational texts (e.g., “Explain how an author uses reasons and 
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evidence to support particular points in a text”). 

W.4.10.   Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, metacognition/self-correction and 
revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of discipline-specific tasks, purposes, 
and audiences. 

SL.4.1.C.   Pose and respond to specific questions to clarify or follow up on information, and make comments that 
contribute to the discussion and link to the remarks of others. 

SL.4.1.D.   Review the key ideas expressed and explain their own ideas and understanding in light of the discussion. 

SL.4.6.   Differentiate between contexts that call for formal English (e.g., presenting ideas) and situations where 
informal discourse is appropriate (e.g., small-group discussion); use formal English when appropriate to task and 
situation. 

Technology Standards  

8.1.5.A.1 Select and use the appropriate digital tools and resources to accomplish a variety of tasks including solving 
problems. 

8.1.5.A.2 Format a document using a word processing application to enhance text and include graphics, symbols and/ 
or pictures.  

8.1.5.A.4 Graph data using a spreadsheet, analyze and produce a report that explains the analysis of the data.  

8.1.5.B.1 Collaborative to produce a digital story about a significant local event or issue based on first-person 
interviews.  

8.1.5.D.2 Analyze the resource citations in online materials for proper use.  

8.1.5.F.1 Apply digital tools to collect, organize, and analyze data that support a scientific finding. 

8.2.5.A.4 Compare and contrast how technologies have changed over time due to human needs and economic, 
political and/or cultural influences.  

8.2.5.B.6 Compare and discuss how technologies have influenced history in the past century. 

21st Century Practices 

CRP1. Act as a responsible and contributing citizen and employee.  

CRP2. Apply appropriate academic and technical skills.  

CRP3. Attend to personal health and financial well-being.  

CRP4. Communicate clearly and effectively and with reason.  

CRP5. Consider the environmental, social and economic impacts of decisions.  

CRP6. Demonstrate creativity and innovation.  
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CRP7. Employ valid and reliable research strategies. 

CRP8. Utilize critical thinking to make sense of problems and persevere in solving them. 

CRP11.  Use technology to enhance productivity. 

CRP12.  Work productively in teams while using cultural global competence.  

Stage 1 - Desired Results 

Transfer 

Students will be able to independently use their learning to… 
Recognize a region’s unique characteristics and what they can provide.  

Meaning 

UNDERSTANDINGS 
Students will understand that ... 

● Social science is the study of the ways people live in groups; also including geography, history, 
economics and civics/government. 

● Geography, climate, and natural resources interact and shape how people live and work. 
● Maps are used for a variety of purposes and give different types of information about a region. 
● The contributions of immigrants have changed and strengthened the United States.  

ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS 
● Why study social sciences?  
● How does geography, climate and natural resources affect how people live and work? 
● What stories do maps and globes tell about a region? 
● How have different groups contributed to the United States? 

Acquisition 

Students will know …. 
● Economics involves how people use resources. 
● Geographers study natural and human features of the earth's surface. 
● Civics/political science is the study of governments and how they work. 
● History is the study of the past and its impact on people. 
● Archaeologists study artifacts to learn about people of the past. 
● Maps represent regions using colors, textures and symbols. 
● Different types of maps include physical, political, population, elevation, and others. 
● Latitude and longitude lines are used to locate places on a map or globe. 
● The scale of a map shows the relationship between map distances and real distances. 
● The United States is divided into five regions: Northeast, Southeast, Midwest, Southwest & West. 

Students will be skilled at ... 
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● Identify specific examples for each social science and how they work together to tell about the 
world.  

● Compare/contrast the four social sciences. 
● Identify the 5 regions of the United Statesand and provide examples that make each area unique. 
● Use different types of maps to interpret information about the different regions. 
● Use maps skills to identify longitude and latitude, and places on a map. 

Stage 2 - Evidence 

PERFORMANCE TASK(S): 
Students will assume the role of a type of social scientist: archeologist, historian, anthropologist, 
geographer. They will study human behavior and how past events and achievements have affected life in 
New Jersey. As a team, they will demonstrate their understanding in a presentation form. 

OTHER EVIDENCE: 
Interactive Student Notebook 
Class participation 
Assessments (formal and informal) 

Stage 3 - Learning Plan 

This Unit includes lessons 1,2,3 in the TCi program as well as any additional resources that the teacher needs 
to meet the standards and unit objectives.  
 
Learning  Activities can include... 
Hook 
Explore artifacts, view graphic organizers/ maps, conduct research, compose paragraphs, create poster 
  
Core Steps 
1. Discovering the social sciences lessons: social science of economics, geography, political science, and 
history. Complete the ‘Study Your State’ activities.  
2. Exploring regions of the United States lessons: location/directions, scales/symbols, lines of latitude, lines 
of longitude, the global grid, kinds of maps, regions on the US, Northest, Southeast, Midwest, Southwest, 
the West.  Complete the ‘Study Your State’ activities.  
3. The peopling of the United States lessons: the first Americans arrive, contributions of American Indians, 
the Spanish settled the Americas, the contributions of Lations, more Europeans come to America, the 
contributions of European Americans, African Americans in America, the contributions of African Americans, 
Asians come to America, the contributions of Asian Americans. Complete the ‘Social Studies Skill Builder’. 

Core Materials and Resources: 

● TCi Social Studies Alive Regions of Our Country textbook 
● TCi Social Studies Alive Regions of Our Country  interactive workbook 
●  Brain Pop Jr. (Related Videos: Native Americans, American History, Government, Economics, 

Citizenship, etc.) 
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● Learn 360 (Related Videos: Regions of the Country) 
● www.superteacherworksheets.com/communities (activities and worksheets available) 
● www.sfsocialstudies.com/g3/index.html (interactive games, current events, activities) 
● Content related Safari Montage® Resources  
● Additional resources related to content: o Trade Books o Magazines o Videos o Globes o Maps o 

Posters o Primary Sources including Photographs o Guest Speakers o Monthly News Pages o Related 
Websites o Informational Texts on identified topics o Related CD’s o Artifacts o Atlases 

Mentor texts: 
The Real McCoy: The Life of an African-American Inventor by: Wendy Towle  
 An Illustrated Timeline of Inventions and Inventors by: Kremena T. Spengler  
 The Picture History of Great Inventors by: Gillian Clements 
African American Inventors by: Otha Richard Sullivan  
Book of Black Heroes: Scientists, Healers, and Inventors by: Wade Hudson 
What Color Is My World? The Lost History of African American Inventors by: Kareem Abdul-Jabbar 
Black Stars: African American Women Scientists and Inventors by: Otha Sullivan  
10 Inventors Who Changed the World by: Clive Gifford  
Now & Ben: The Modern Inventions of Benjamin  

Differentiation: 

English Language Learner- 
-Build student’s background knowledge by allowing them to look at a familiar map and pick out the key 
elements 
-Celebrate the diversity that students contribute to the classroom environment and relate to immigration 
-Use of Google Translate to translate worksheets and assignments 
-Break instructions down into concrete and direct steps 
-Allow access to new vocabulary words or concepts in native language to help the student relate the 
information 
-Extended time for processing, activities, and assessments 
-Use pictures associated with vocabulary to help students associate words with pictures 
-Provide student with verbal and written sentence starters 
-Check in with student frequently to ensure understanding 
-Scribing 
 
504 - 
-Give student a copy of an individual map for their use to reference 
-Give student a specific number of items to include on their map and give a clear example of each 
-Use of Read & Write on Chromebooks to read webpages out loud as the students research 
-Include multisensory activities (ex., use videos for auditory and visual processing; use pictures when 
possible) 
-Allow student to gather information from other sources besides text (ex., videos, ) 
-Use picture cards when introducing unfamiliar vocabulary words 
-Allow for repetition of instructions 
-Show students an example of the finished product and help with breaking the task down into smaller 
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chunks.  Provide student with clear directions to achieve each small task to help them achieve the overall 
task. 
-Refer to student’s 504 Plan to determine appropriate additional modifications for specific student 
 
Special Education -  
-Give student a copy of an individual map for their use to reference 
-Give student a specific number of items to include on their map and give a clear example of each 
-Use of Read & Write on Chromebooks to read webpages out loud as the students research 
-Include multisensory activities (ex., use videos for auditory and visual processing; use pictures when 
possible) 
-Allow student to gather information from other sources besides text (ex., videos, ) 
-Use picture cards when introducing unfamiliar vocabulary words 
-Allow for repetition of instructions 
-Show students an example of the finished product and help with breaking the task down into smaller 
chunks.  Provide student with clear directions to achieve each small task to help them achieve the overall 
task. 
-Refer to student’s IEP to determine appropriate additional modifications for specific student 
 
Students At-Risk - 
-Give student a copy of an individual map for their use to reference 
-Give student a specific number of items to include on their map and give a clear example of each 
-Use of Read & Write on Chromebooks to read webpages out loud as the students research 
-Include multisensory activities (ex., use videos for auditory and visual processing; use pictures when 
possible) 
-Allow student to gather information from other sources besides text (ex., videos, ) 
-Use picture cards when introducing unfamiliar vocabulary words 
-Allow for repetition of instructions 
-Show students an example of the finished product and help with breaking the task down into smaller 
chunks.  Provide student with clear directions to achieve each small task to help them achieve the overall 
task. 
 
Gifted and Talented -  
-Provide student with challenging choices of reading materials 
-Encourage student to connect personal interests with current topics 
-Give students opportunities to research key concepts 
-Offer many choices for students 
-Give student broad, open ended questions and ask them to support their ideas with concrete facts 
-Ask students to reflect on their own learning 
-Give student chances to do independent research 
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Unit 2: Regions of the United States: Northeast/ Southeast  
Content Area: Social Studies 

Grade Level: 4th  

Unit Summary: 

The Northeast is considered the “birthplace of our nation.” Boston is where the American Revolution began. 
Also Philadelphia is where Americans first declared their independence from Great Britain. The nation's first 
factories were built in the Northeast. This region had a lot of waterpower for running factories. In addition, 
it had people who enjoyed the challenge of starting new businesses and people who wanted to work in 
them. Some of the largest cities in the Northeast are: Boston, New York City, Philadelphia, and Washington, 
D.C.  
Population density shapes people's daily lives. In the Northeast, many people live in very densely populated 
areas, but other people live in less densely populated areas. For the people of the Northeast, life in a city is 
very different from life in a small town. Population density of an area affects the kinds of homes people 
choose and the work that they do. In addition, population density affects the types of transportation that 
people use, and how pollution affects different places and people in the Northeast. Lastly, population 
density affects what people do for fun in both rural and urban areas.  
 
There are different ways in which the land is used in the Southeast. In Everglades National Park you saw 
land that people are trying to protect. However, in Appalachia, you saw a mountain being mined for coal. In 
the Southeast, you can hear the sounds of nature, the roar of a hurricane, music of this region, like bluegrass 
and jazz. The Southeast has changed over time. Slavery and segregation are part of this region's past—but 
not its future. No matter where you go in the Southeast, you will find that geography helps shape how 
people live in the region. You will also find that geography will affect people differently because of where 
they live. If you were in Miami, Florida, people might talk about the importance of the ocean. But in New 
Iberia, Louisiana, people might talk about dangerous weather. You might hear some scary stories about 
floods and hurricanes. People in Dawson, Georgia might tell you about the importance of a long growing 
season. In High Point, North Carolina, people might mention the importance of forests. Though geography 
affects everyone in the Southeast, different types of geography affect people differently. 

Recommended Pacing: 

6-8 weeks 
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State Standards Addressed: 

6.1.4.A.7.   Explain how the United States functions as a representative democracy, and describe the roles of elected 
representatives and how they interact with citizens at local, state, and national levels. 

6.1.4.A.9.   Compare and contrast responses of individuals and groups, past and present, to violations of fundamental 
rights (e.g., fairness, civil rights, human rights). 

6.1.4.A.11.   Explain how the fundamental rights of the individual and the common good of the country depend upon 
all citizens exercising their civic responsibilities at the community, state, national, and global levels. 

6.1.4.B.4.   Describe how landforms, climate and weather, and availability of resources have impacted where and how 
people live and work in different regions of New Jersey and the United States. 

 6.1.4.B.6.   Compare and contrast characteristics of regions in the United States based on culture, economics, and 
physical environment to understand the concept of regionalism. 

6.1.4.B.7.   Explain why some locations in New Jersey and the United States are more suited for settlement than 
others. 

6.1.4.C.9.   Compare and contrast how the availability of resources affects people across the world differently 

6.1.4.C.14.   Compare different regions of New Jersey to determine the role that geography, natural resources, 
climate, transportation, technology, and/or the labor force play in economic opportunities. 

6.1.4.C.15.   Describe how the development of different transportation systems impacted the economies of New 
Jersey and the United States. 

6.1.4.C.16.   Explain how creativity and innovation resulted in scientific achievement and inventions in many cultures 
during different historical periods. 

6.1.4.C.17  Determine the role of science and technology in the transition from an agricultural society to an industrial 
society, and then to the information age. 

6.1.4.D.2.   Summarize reasons why various groups, voluntarily and involuntarily, immigrated to New Jersey and 
America, and describe the challenges they encountered. 

6.1.4.D.3.   Evaluate the impact of voluntary and involuntary immigration on America’s growth as a nation, historically 
and today. 

6.1.4.D.4.   Explain how key events led to the creation of the United States and the state of New Jersey. 

6.1.4.D.5.   Relate key historical documents (i.e., the Mayflower Compact, the Declaration of Independence, the 
United States Constitution, and the Bill of Rights) to present day government and citizenship. 

6.1.4.D.11.   Determine how local and state communities have changed over time, and explain the reasons for 
changes. 

6.1.4.D.13.   Describe how culture is expressed through and influenced by the behavior of people. 
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6.1.4.D.14.   Trace how the American identity evolved over time. 

RI.4.1.   Refer to details and examples in a text and make relevant connections when explaining what the text says 
explicitly and when drawing inferences from the text. 

RI.4.2.   Determine the main idea of a text and explain how it is supported by key details; summarize the text. 

RI.4.3.   Explain events, procedures, ideas, or concepts in a historical, scientific, or technical text, including what 
happened and why, based on specific information in the text. 

RI.4.9.   Integrate and reflect on (e.g. practical knowledge, historical/cultural context, and background knowledge) 
information from two texts on the same topic in order to write or speak about the subject knowledgeably. 

W.4.2.A.   Introduce a topic clearly and group related information in paragraphs and sections; include formatting (e.g., 
headings), illustrations, and multimedia when useful to aiding comprehension. 

W.4.2.B.   Develop the topic with facts, definitions, concrete details, text evidence, or other information and examples 
related to the topic. 

W.4.4.   Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development and organization are appropriate to task, 
purpose, and audience. (Grade-specific expectations for writing types are defined in standards 1–3 above.) 

W.4.9.B.   Apply grade 4 Reading standards to informational texts (e.g., “Explain how an author uses reasons and 
evidence to support particular points in a text”). 

SL.4.1.C.   Pose and respond to specific questions to clarify or follow up on information, and make comments that 
contribute to the discussion and link to the remarks of others. 

SL.4.1.D.   Review the key ideas expressed and explain their own ideas and understanding in light of the discussion. 

SL.4.4.   Report on a topic or text, tell a story, or recount an experience in an organized manner, using appropriate 
facts and relevant, descriptive details to support main ideas or themes; speak clearly at an understandable pace. 

Technology Standards  

8.1.5.A.1 Select and use the appropriate digital tools and resources to accomplish a variety of tasks including solving 
problems. 

8.1.5.A.2 Format a document using a word processing application to enhance text and include graphics, symbols and/ 
or pictures.  

8.1.5.A.4 Graph data using a spreadsheet, analyze and produce a report that explains the analysis of the data.  

8.1.5.B.1 Collaborative to produce a digital story about a significant local event or issue based on first-person 
interviews.  

8.1.5.D.2 Analyze the resource citations in online materials for proper use.  

8.1.5.F.1 Apply digital tools to collect, organize, and analyze data that support a scientific finding.  
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8.2.5.A.4 Compare and contrast how technologies have changed over time due to human needs and economic, 
political and/or cultural influences.  

8.2.5.B.6 Compare and discuss how technologies have influenced history in the past century. 

21st Century Practices 

CRP1. Act as a responsible and contributing citizen and employee.  

CRP2. Apply appropriate academic and technical skills.  

CRP3. Attend to personal health and financial well-being.  

CRP4. Communicate clearly and effectively and with reason.  

CRP5. Consider the environmental, social and economic impacts of decisions.  

CRP6. Demonstrate creativity and innovation.  

CRP7. Employ valid and reliable research strategies. 

CRP8. Utilize critical thinking to make sense of problems and persevere in solving them.  

CRP11.  Use technology to enhance productivity. 

 CRP12.  Work productively in teams while using cultural global competence.  

Stage 1 - Desired Results 

Transfer 

Students will be able to independently use their learning to… 
Use knowledge of patterns in geography to better understand the present and prepare for the future.  

Meaning 

UNDERSTANDINGS 
Students will understand that ... 

● Humans have an interdependent with diverse environments. 
● Culture is influenced by the way people live, adapt and change their environment. 
● Spatial patterns and movement are related to the access of natural resources.  

ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS 
● How does where we live affect how you live?  
● What factors help shape the culture of a region? 
● In what ways does geographic features and natural resources affect the development of 

communities?   
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Acquisition 

Students will know …. 
● The Northeast has a diverse geographical makeup, and the states of the Northeast are heavily 

impacted by rivers, lakes and the Atlantic Ocean. 
● Major cities like Boston and Philadelphia were the location of significant events in the American 

Revolution. 
● New York City is the largest city in America, with an incredibly diverse population. 
● The first American factories were built in the Northeast. 
● The three branches of government (legislative, executive and judicial) are housed in buildings in 

Washington, D.C. (Capitol building, White House, Supreme Court Building). 
● The Northeast is very densely populated; population density is usually measured as the average 

number of people living within a square mile. 
● Population density has an impact on people's homes, jobs, and transportation, as well as the 

environment. 
● The Southeast has unique landforms, such as bayous, deltas, gulfs and swamps, which impact the 

industry and culture of those states. 
● Natural resources such as petroleum and coal affect industry in the Southeast. 
● England's first American colony was in Jamestown, Virginia. 
● African Americans were brought to the U.S. as slaves. 
● The American Civil Rights Movement took place throughout the Southeast. 
● Significant events involving Rosa Parks and Martin Luther King, Jr. took place in Montgomery, 

Alabama. 
● Different groups influenced the cultures of Southeastern cities such as Memphis, Tennessee and 

New Orleans, Louisiana. 
● Geographical features such as elevation, bodies of water, crops, and storms have a major effect on 

people of the Southeast. 

Students will be skilled at ... 
● Interpret information from a variety of maps. 
● Connect the impact of geography to industry, immigration and historical events. 
● Identify significant events from the American Revolution. 
● Identify the three branches of government. 
● Identify the effects of population density on people's lives. 
● Identify physical features on a map. 
● Identify significant events of the past and analyze their effects on the present. 
● Identify and define key vocabulary. 
● Assess and debate the positives and negatives of acquiring natural resources such as coal and oil. 
● Compare the struggles of Native Americans and African Americans throughout the history of the 

United States. 
● Analyze the effects of geography on the lives and industry of the people of the Southeast. 

Stage 2 - Evidence 

PERFORMANCE TASK(S): 
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Students will consider how life in the Northeast affects their: 1. choice of job, 2. type of housing, 3. means of 
transportation, and 4. what they do for fun. Students will design a new model for one of the categories 
listed above, that meets the needs of people living in such a densely populated region.  Models will be 
presented to the class in a museum type display reflecting students’ understanding of how regions affect 
people. 

OTHER EVIDENCE: 
Interactive Student Notebook 
Class participation 
Assessments (formal and informal) 

Stage 3 - Learning Plan 

This Unit includes lessons 4,5,6,7 in the TCi program as well as any additional resources that the teacher 
needs to meet the standards and unit objectives.  
 
Learning  Activities can include... 
Hook 
Conduct research, compose an argument, listen to a tour guide, view images, view and create a map, 
population simulation 
Core Steps 
4. A Train Tour of the Northeast lessons:  Northeast coast, mountains, democracy takes root at Plymouth, 
Boston leads the fight for freedom, the Erie canal links the Northeast and the Midwest, New York City: 
where buildings touch the sky, Hershey: a town built on chocolate, Independence Hall, Washington DC, our 
government buildings, and national monuments. Complete the ‘Study Your State’ activity.  
5.Population Density and Life in the Northeast lessons: living in the Northeast, reading a population density 
map, places to live, making a living, getting around, people and pollution, and finding fun things to do. 
Complete ‘Experiential Exercise’. 
6. A Boat and Bus Tour of the Southeast lessons: Everglades National Park Florida, the J.F. Kennedy Space 
Center at Cape Canaveral, FL, Jamestown, Virginia, a coal mine in Appalachia, Musical Memphis, TN, The 
French Quarter in New Orleans, LA, an oil rig in the Gulf of Mexico, a cotton plantation in Natchez MS, and 
Montgomery AL: Civil Rights. Complete the ‘Study Your State’ activity.  
7. The Effects of Geography on Life in the Southeast lessons: elevations, rivers/oceans, fall line, natural 
resources, long growing season, and dangerous weather.  Complete the ‘Study Your State’ activity.  

Core Materials and Resources: 

● TCi Social Studies Alive Regions of Our Country textbook 
● TCi Social Studies Alive Regions of Our Country  interactive workbook 
●  Brain Pop Jr. (Related Videos: Native Americans, American History, Government, Economics, 

Citizenship, etc.) 
● Learn 360 (Related Videos: Regions of the Country) 
● www.superteacherworksheets.com/communities (activities and worksheets available) 
● www.sfsocialstudies.com/g3/index.html (interactive games, current events, activities) 
● Content related Safari Montage® Resources  
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● Additional resources related to content: o Trade Books o Magazines o Videos o Globes o Maps o 
Posters o Primary Sources including Photographs o Guest Speakers o Monthly News Pages o Related 
Websites o Informational Texts on identified topics o Related CD’s o Artifacts o Atlases 

Mentor texts: 
I Was Dreaming to Come to America: Memories From the Ellis Island Oral History Project by: Veronica 
Lawlor  Hopes and Tears: Ellis Island Voices by: Gwenyth Swain  
The Keeping Quilt by: Patricia Polacco 
The Blessing Cup by: Patricia Polacco  
Naming Liberty by: Jane Yolen  
All the Way to America by: Dan Yaccarino  
Everybody Cooks Rice by: Norah Dooley  
How My Family Lives in America by: Susan Kuklin  
Immigrant Kids by: Russell Freedman  
Life Stories of Undistinguished Americans, As Told by Themselves by: Hamilton Holt  
Those Building Men by: Angela Johnson  
Who Belongs Here: An American Story by: Margy Burns Knight  

Differentiation: 

English Language Learner- 
-Help student build background knowledge prior to the unit 
-Use of Google Translate to translate worksheets and assignments 
-Access to texts in native language 
-Use of Read & Write on Chromebooks to read webpages out loud as the students research 
-Break instructions down into concrete and direct steps 
-Allow access to new vocabulary words or concepts in native language to help the student relate the 
information 
-Extended time for processing, activities, and assessments 
-Use pictures associated with vocabulary to help students associate words with pictures 
-Provide student with verbal and written sentence starters 
-Check in with student frequently to ensure understanding 
-Scribe for student 
 
504 - 
-Give choices of presentation method 
-Use of Read & Write on Chromebooks to read webpages out loud as the students research 
-Provide student with graphic organizer to focus research 
-Include multisensory activities (ex., use videos for auditory and visual processing; use pictures when 
possible) 
-Allow student to gather information from other sources besides text (ex., videos, ) 
-Use picture cards when introducing unfamiliar vocabulary words 
-Allow for repetition of instructions 
-Show students an example of the finished product and help with breaking the task down into smaller 
chunks.  Provide student with clear directions to achieve each small task to help them achieve the overall 
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task. 
-Refer to student’s 504 Plan to determine appropriate additional modifications for specific student 
 
Special Education -  
-Give choices of presentation method 
-Use of Read & Write on Chromebooks to read webpages out loud as the students research 
-Provide student with graphic organizer to focus research 
-Include multisensory activities (ex., use videos for auditory and visual processing; use pictures when 
possible) 
-Allow student to gather information from other sources besides text (ex., videos, ) 
-Use picture cards when introducing unfamiliar vocabulary words 
-Allow for repetition of instructions 
-Show students an example of the finished product and help with breaking the task down into smaller 
chunks.  Provide student with clear directions to achieve each small task to help them achieve the overall 
task. 
-Refer to student’s IEP to determine appropriate additional modifications for specific student 
 
Students At-Risk - 
-Give choices of presentation method 
-Use of Read & Write on Chromebooks to read webpages out loud as the students research 
-Provide student with graphic organizer to focus research 
-Thoughtfully pair student with positive peer model 
-Include multisensory activities (ex., use videos for auditory and visual processing; use pictures when 
possible) 
-Allow student to gather information from other sources besides text (ex., videos, ) 
-Use picture cards when introducing unfamiliar vocabulary words 
-Allow for repetition of instructions 
-Show students an example of the finished product and help with breaking the task down into smaller 
chunks.  Provide student with clear directions to achieve each small task to help them achieve the overall 
task. 
 
Gifted and Talented -  
-Provide student with challenging choices of reading materials 
-Encourage student to connect personal interests with current topics 
-Give students opportunities to research key concepts 
-Offer many choices for students 
-Give student broad, open ended questions and ask them to support their ideas with concrete facts 
-Ask students to reflect on their own learning 
-Give student chances to do independent research 
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Unit 3: Regions of the U.S.: Midwest/Southwest   
Content Area: Social Studies 

Grade Level: 4th  

Unit Summary: 

The Midwest is called “America's Breadbasket” because the Midwestern farmers grow a lot of the wheat that we use 
to make bread. The Midwest is also referred to as “America's Heartland” for a few reasons. One reason is because of 
geography, the Midwest lies at the heart, or center, of the United States. It is also the point where pioneers began 
their westward journeys. The Midwest is also the heart of farming and industry. From corn to cars, many products 
you use every day come from America's economic heartland.  Farming in the Midwest has changed greatly in 200 
years. In 1800, farmers used only hand tools and muscle power to work the land. Most farmers were able to raise just 
enough food to feed their families. Today, large agribusinesses employ workers with gasoline-fueled tractors and 
machines to farm the land. Farmers may also use fertilizers that allow more food to be grown on fewer acres of land. 
As a result, one farm can raise enough food to feed many families. In 1800, farm families grew or made almost 
everything they needed to live. They bought very little. Today, farmers grow large amounts of crops for sale. With the 
money they earn from selling these crops, farm families can buy goods they need in stores. Some things have not 
changed much in 200 years. Farming was hard work in 1800. It is still hard and risky work today.  
 
The Southwest consists of the following states: Arizona, New Mexico, Texas, and Oklahoma. This region has big 
caverns, a big canyon, a big capitol building, and a big dam. Much of the Southwest is desert. Plants, animals, and 
people all have to adapt to its hot, dry climate to survive.  The Colorado River ran free from the Rocky Mountains to 
the Gulf of California. Today, giant dams slow the river's rush to the sea. Those dams have changed the Colorado 
River in many ways. Before dams were built, few people lived on the land around it. Now, more than 25 million 
people rely on the Colorado River Basin. In addition, farms and cities are blooming in the desert. Water is precious, 
and needs to be used wisely and conserved. 
People first came to the West in search of adventure, opportunity, and sunshine. The West had beautiful places to 
explore. It had valuable natural resources, such as gold, silver, oil, and lumber. And, it had a climate that attracted 
farmers and moviemakers. People still come to the West for adventure, opportunity, and sunshine. The adventures 
have changed. We now hike and ski in the region where Lewis and Clark once almost starved. The opportunities have 
changed, too. Today, there are many jobs in the tourism and entertainment industries.  For more than 200 years, 
Americans have been moving west to start new lives. Today, the West still attracts people from all around the world. 
Of course, they don't arrive in covered wagons. And few will start a farm or a ranch. Instead, many are settling down 
in the West's thriving cities. Here are some attractions: scenery, climate, diverse populations, new businesses and 
industries, recreational opportunities. 

Recommended Pacing: 

8-10 weeks 
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State Standards Addressed: 

6.1.4.B.4.   Describe how landforms, climate and weather, and availability of resources have impacted where and how 
people live and work in different regions of New Jersey and the United States. 

 6.1.4.B.6.   Compare and contrast characteristics of regions in the United States based on culture, economics, and physical 
environment to understand the concept of regionalism. 

6.1.4.C.1.   Apply opportunity cost (i.e., choices and tradeoffs) to evaluate individuals’ decisions, including ones made in 
their communities. 

6.1.4.C.9.   Compare and contrast how the availability of resources affects people across the world differently. 

6.1.4.C.14.   Compare different regions of New Jersey to determine the role that geography, natural resources, climate, 
transportation, technology, and/or the labor force play in economic opportunities. 

6.1.4.C.15.   Describe how the development of different transportation systems impacted the economies of New Jersey and 
the United States. 

6.1.4.C.16.   Explain how creativity and innovation resulted in scientific achievement and inventions in many cultures during 
different historical periods. 

6.1.4.C.17  Determine the role of science and technology in the transition from an agricultural society to an industrial 
society, and then to the information age. 

6.1.4.D.13.   Describe how culture is expressed through and influenced by the behavior of people.  

6.1.4.D.14.   Trace how the American identity evolved over time. 

6.3.4.B.1.   Plan and participate in an advocacy project to inform others about environmental issues at the local or 
state level and propose possible solutions.  

RI.4.1.   Refer to details and examples in a text and make relevant connections when explaining what the text says explicitly 
and when drawing inferences from the text. 

RI.4.7.   Interpret information presented visually, orally, or quantitatively (e.g., in charts, graphs, diagrams, time lines, 
animations, or interactive elements on Web pages) and explain how the information contributes to an understanding of 
the text in which it appears. 

W.4.2.A.   Introduce a topic clearly and group related information in paragraphs and sections; include formatting (e.g., 
headings), illustrations, and multimedia when useful to aiding comprehension. 

W.4.4.   Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development and organization are appropriate to task, purpose, 
and audience. (Grade-specific expectations for writing types are defined in standards 1–3 above.) 

SL.4.1.   Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse 
partners on grade 4 topics and texts, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly. 

SL.4.1.A.   Explicitly draw on previously read text or material and other information known about the topic to explore ideas 
under discussion. 
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SL.4.1.C.   Pose and respond to specific questions to clarify or follow up on information, and make comments that 
contribute to the discussion and link to the remarks of others. 

SL.4.1.D.   Review the key ideas expressed and explain their own ideas and understanding in light of the discussion. 

L.4.6.   Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and domain-specific words and phrases, including 
those that signal precise actions, emotions, or states of being (e.g., quizzed, whined, stammered) and that are basic to a 
particular topic (e.g., wildlife, conservation, and endangered when discussing animal preservation). 

Technology Standards  

8.1.5.A.1 Select and use the appropriate digital tools and resources to accomplish a variety of tasks including solving 
problems. 

8.1.5.A.2 Format a document using a word processing application to enhance text and include graphics, symbols and/ 
or pictures.  

8.1.5.A.4 Graph data using a spreadsheet, analyze and produce a report that explains the analysis of the data.  

8.1.5.B.1 Collaborative to produce a digital story about a significant local event or issue based on first-person 
interviews.  

8.1.5.D.2 Analyze the resource citations in online materials for proper use.  

8.1.5.F.1 Apply digital tools to collect, organize, and analyze data that support a scientific finding.  

8.2.5.A.4 Compare and contrast how technologies have changed over time due to human needs and economic, 
political and/or cultural influences.  

8.2.5.B.6 Compare and discuss how technologies have influenced history in the past century. 

21st Century Practices 

CRP1. Act as a responsible and contributing citizen and employee.  

CRP2. Apply appropriate academic and technical skills.  

CRP3. Attend to personal health and financial well-being. 

CRP4. Communicate clearly and effectively and with reason.  

CRP5. Consider the environmental, social and economic impacts of decisions.  

CRP6. Demonstrate creativity and innovation.  

CRP7. Employ valid and reliable research strategies. 

CRP8. Utilize critical thinking to make sense of problems and persevere in solving them.  

CRP11.  Use technology to enhance productivity.  
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CRP12.  Work productively in teams while using cultural global competence.  

Stage 1 - Desired Results 

Transfer 

Students will be able to independently use their learning to… 
Recognize the significance of key developments in how goods are made/use/managed which has led to the 
growth of our nation. 

Meaning 

UNDERSTANDINGS 
Students will understand that ... 

● The American Midwest and Southwest provided geographical features that are essential to each 
region’s settlement, industry and growth. 

● The diverse opportunities led to the settlement in the west.  

ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS 
● In what ways do natural resources connect to a region's industry? 
● What made American settlers move west? 

Acquisition 

Students will know …. 
●  Students will know the geography of the Great Plains, which is a farming wonderland. They will 

know specific crops that grow in this area and the different types of farming for these crops. 
●  The Midwest is home to dangerous weather, especially Tornado Alley. 
●  The Native American Tribes of the area were strongly impacted by westward expansion, and they 

also had an impact on the lifestyle, food, and culture of the Midwest. 
●  Westward expansion of the United States helped the Midwest flourish into the gateway of the 

west. 
●  The Industrial Revolution changed the political, economic, and geographic landscape of the 

Midwest. 
●  The American Southwest is hot and dry, with land features including landmarks such as the Grand 

Canyon, Hoover Dam, and Carlsbad Caverns. 
●  Many Native American tribes still inhabit the Southwest, including the Hopi, Navajos, Cherokee, and 

Lenape. 
●  Much of the Southwest borders Mexico, which has led to a large Spanish-speaking population that 

has influenced American culture. 
●  The Battle of the Alamo and the Mexican-American War played a significant part in the addition of 

the Southwest states to the United States. 
●  The Colorado River plays an important role in the lives, industry and transportation of the people of 

the Southwest. 
●  The Lewis and Clark expedition introduced America to the West region. 
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●  Mining and the search for new land led to expansion in the American West. 
●  The states near the Rocky Mountains have unique natural resources and climate which influences 

its people. 

Students will be skilled at ... 
● Define and graphically organize essential vocabulary related to farming, the Plains, industry, and the 

economy. 
●  Summarize how weather plays a factor in production. 
●  Compare the Native Americans of the Midwest and their plight to other Native American groups. 
●  Compare and contrast the reality of a pioneer versus the Hollywood version of pioneers. 
●  Analyze how industry has impacted the Midwest, and how it has evolved over time. 
●  Read and interpret agricultural and physical maps. 
●  Identify key geographic locations, including the Grand Canyon, Devils Tower, the Alamo, Rio 

Grande, the Dust Bowl Region, and landforms, such as deserts, canyons, coastlines, plateaus, in the 
Southwest Region. 

●  Compare and contrast the different industries, such as farming, ranching, the oil industry, and 
tourism, and which one is most vital to the region. 

●  Distinguish the culture of the Southwest and how the Native American Tribes and Spanish influence 
have played a role in the creation of the Southwest people know today. 

●  Identify land features and information using a variety of maps. 
●  Compare and contrast different cultures, geographic features, and industries. 
●  Compare and contrast how different geography affects people from that area. 

Stage 2 - Evidence 

PERFORMANCE TASK(S): 
Students will pretend they are in a specific industry (such as farming, ranching, the oil industry, and 
tourism) and will argue why their industry is most vital to the Midwest region.  
 
As a newly hired/newly arrived worker in Colorado’s mining, fur trade, energy, or tourism industry you will 
be corresponding with people “back home” to let them know about your new life and career in Colorado. In 
your correspondence you will be documenting your reasons for relocating (the “boom” that brought you to 
Colorado), your concerns (or lack of concerns) for the security of your job, and your thoughts on alternative 
work/jobs which you could pursue if you choose to remain in the state/territory.  

OTHER EVIDENCE: 
Interactive Student Notebook 
Class participation 
Assessments (formal and informal) 

Stage 3 - Learning Plan 

This Unit includes lessons 8,9,10,11,12,13 in the TCi program as well as any additional resources that the 
teacher needs to meet the standards and unit objectives.  
 

Adopted 11-20-19 



Learning  Activities can include... 
Hook 
Conduct research, compose an argument essay, listen to a tour guide, view images, view and create a 
timeline, population simulation 
Core Steps 
8. A Crop Duster Tour of the Midwest: Gateway to the West, The farm state, Where the cattle once 
roamed,SD heroes, great lakes, America’s motor city, Transportation hub, Wrigley field, Mall of America  
9. Agricultural Changes in the Midwest: 1800- tools, family, 1900-tools, family, today-tools, family 
10. A Big Rig Tour of the Southwest: Navajos, Arizona, Hoover Dam, Grand Canyon,  Carlsbad Caverns, El 
Paso, Alamo, Austin, Oklahoma 
11. A Case Study in water Use: The Colorado River: First Settlers, explorers, settlement, sharing water, 
dams, managing water, water use, wildlife water users, enough water, water needs for farms, water needs 
for cities 
12. A Van and Airplane Tour of the West: Lewis and Clark Trial, Yellowstone National Park, Silver Mining, 
movie industry, America’s salad bowl, scenic area, forests of Tacoma, Anchorage, Honolulu 
13. Cities of the West: Denver, Salt Lake City, Boise, Seattle, Portland, San Jose, Las Vegas 

Core Materials and Resources: 

● TCi Social Studies Alive Regions of Our Country textbook 
● TCi Social Studies Alive Regions of Our Country  interactive workbook 
●  Brain Pop Jr. (Related Videos: Native Americans, American History, Government, Economics, 

Citizenship, etc.) 
● Learn 360 (Related Videos: Regions of the Country) 
● www.superteacherworksheets.com/communities (activities and worksheets available) 
● www.sfsocialstudies.com/g3/index.html (interactive games, current events, activities) 
● Content related Safari Montage® Resources  
● Additional resources related to content: o Trade Books o Magazines o Videos o Globes o Maps o 

Posters o Primary Sources including Photographs o Guest Speakers o Monthly News Pages o Related 
Websites o Informational Texts on identified topics o Related CD’s o Artifacts o Atlases 

Mentor Texts: 
Girls Think of Everything: Stories of Ingenious Inventions by Women by: Catherine Thimmesh 
Hooray for Inventors by: Marcia Wiliams  
Black Pioneers of Science and Invention by: Louis Haber  
Brainstorm! The Stories of Twenty American Kid Inventors by: Tom Tucke 

Differentiation: 

English Language Learner- 
-Help student build background knowledge prior to the unit 
-Use of Google Translate to translate worksheets and assignments 
-Access to texts in native language 
-Thoughtfully pair student with positive peer model 
-Use of Read & Write on Chromebooks to read webpages out loud as the students research 
-Break instructions down into concrete and direct steps 
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-Allow access to new vocabulary words or concepts in native language to help the student relate the 
information 
-Extended time for processing, activities, and assessments 
-Use pictures associated with vocabulary to help students associate words with pictures 
-Provide student with verbal and written sentence starters 
-Check in with student frequently to ensure understanding 
-Scribe for student 
 
504 - 
-Provide students with graphic organizers to help them develop paragraphs 
-Use of Read & Write on Chromebooks to read webpages out loud as the students research 
-Provide student with graphic organizer to focus research 
-Thoughtfully pair student with positive peer model 
-Include multisensory activities (ex., use videos for auditory and visual processing; use pictures when 
possible) 
-Allow student to gather information from other sources besides text (ex., videos, ) 
-Use picture cards when introducing unfamiliar vocabulary words 
-Allow for repetition of instructions 
-Show students an example of the finished product and help with breaking the task down into smaller 
chunks.  Provide student with clear directions to achieve each small task to help them achieve the overall 
task. 
-Refer to student’s 504 Plan to determine appropriate additional modifications for specific student 
 
Special Education -  
-Provide students with graphic organizers to help them develop paragraphs 
-Use of Read & Write on Chromebooks to read webpages out loud as the students research 
-Provide student with graphic organizer to focus research 
-Thoughtfully pair student with positive peer model 
-Include multisensory activities (ex., use videos for auditory and visual processing; use pictures when 
possible) 
-Allow student to gather information from other sources besides text (ex., videos, ) 
-Use picture cards when introducing unfamiliar vocabulary words 
-Allow for repetition of instructions 
-Show students an example of the finished product and help with breaking the task down into smaller 
chunks.  Provide student with clear directions to achieve each small task to help them achieve the overall 
task. 
-Refer to student’s IEP to determine appropriate additional modifications for specific student 
 
Students At-Risk - 
-Provide students with graphic organizers to help them develop paragraphs 
-Use of Read & Write on Chromebooks to read webpages out loud as the students research 
-Provide student with graphic organizer to focus research 
-Thoughtfully pair student with positive peer model 
-Include multisensory activities (ex., use videos for auditory and visual processing; use pictures when 
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possible) 
-Allow student to gather information from other sources besides text (ex., videos, ) 
-Use picture cards when introducing unfamiliar vocabulary words 
-Allow for repetition of instructions 
-Show students an example of the finished product and help with breaking the task down into smaller 
chunks.  Provide student with clear directions to achieve each small task to help them achieve the overall 
task. 
 
Gifted and Talented -  
-Provide student with challenging choices of reading materials 
-Encourage student to connect personal interests with current topics 
-Give students opportunities to research key concepts 
-Offer many choices for students 
-Give student broad, open ended questions and ask them to support their ideas with concrete facts 
-Ask students to reflect on their own learning 
-Give student chances to do independent research 

 

 

Unit 4: Study of the New Jersey 

Content Area: Social Studies 

Grade Level: 4th  

Unit Summary: 

In this unit students will study the state of  New Jersey.  They will look at how geography helps explain the history and 
economy of this state and explore how learning the history of their state can help them understand why it is the way 
it is today.  Students will study the economy of New Jersey and the factors that influence it.  They will learn about the 
government in New Jersey and the ways in which it interacts with the federal government.  

Recommended Pacing: 

6-8 weeks 

State Standards Addressed: 

6.1.4.A.1.   Explain how rules and laws created by community, state, and national governments protect the rights of 
people, help resolve conflicts, and promote the common good. 

6.1.4.A.2.   Explain how fundamental rights guaranteed by the United States Constitution and the Bill of Rights (i.e., 
freedom of expression, freedom of religion, the right to vote, and the right to due process) contribute to the 
continuation and improvement of American democracy.  
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6.1.4.A.3.   Determine how “fairness,” “equality,” and the “common good” have influenced new laws and policies over 
time at the local and national levels of United States government.  

6.1.4.A.4.   Explain how the United States government is organized and how the United States Constitution defines 
and checks the power of government. 

6.1.4.A.5.   Distinguish the roles and responsibilities of the three branches of the national government. 

6.1.4.A.6.   Explain how national and state governments share power in the federal system of government. 

6.1.4.A.7.   Explain how the United States functions as a representative democracy, and describe the roles of elected 
representatives and how they interact with citizens at local, state, and national levels.  

 6.1.4.A.8.   Compare and contrast how government functions at the community, county, state, and national levels, 
the services provided, and the impact of policy decisions made at each level. 

6.1.4.A.9.   Compare and contrast responses of individuals and groups, past and present, to violations of fundamental 
rights (e.g., fairness, civil rights, human rights).  

6.1.4.A.12.   Explain the process of creating change at the local, state, or national level.  

6.1.4.C.3.   Explain why incentives vary between and among producers and consumers. 

6.1.4.C.4.   Describe how supply and demand influence price and output of products. 

6.1.4.C.6.   Describe the role and relationship among households, businesses, laborers, and governments within the 
economic system.  

6.1.4.C.7.   Explain how the availability of private and public goods and services is influenced by the global market and 
government. 

6.1.4.C.8.   Illustrate how production, distribution, and consumption of goods and services are interrelated and are 
affected by the global market and events in the world community. 

6.1.4.C.12.   Evaluate the impact of ideas, inventions, and other contributions of prominent figures who lived New 
Jersey.  

6.1.4.C.14.   Compare different regions of New Jersey to determine the role that geography, natural resources, 
climate, transportation, technology, and/or the labor force play in economic opportunities. 

6.1.4.D.1  Determine the impact of European colonization on Native American populations, including the Lenni Lenape 
of New Jersey.  

 6.1.4.D.4.   Explain how key events led to the creation of the United States and the state of New Jersey. 

6.1.4.D.5.   Relate key historical documents (i.e., the Mayflower Compact, the Declaration of Independence, the 
United States Constitution, and the Bill of Rights) to present day government and citizenship.  

6.1.4.D.6.   Describe the civic leadership qualities and historical contributions of George Washington, Thomas 
Jefferson, and Benjamin Franklin toward the development of the United States government. 
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6.1.4.D.7  Explain the role Governor William Livingston played in the development of New Jersey government. 

6.1.4.D.8.   Determine the significance of New Jersey’s role in the American Revolution. 

6.1.4.D.9  Explain the impact of trans-Atlantic slavery on New Jersey, the nation, and individuals. 

6.1.4.D.10  Describe how the influence of Native American groups, including the Lenni Lenape culture, is manifested in 
different regions of New Jersey. 

6.1.4.D.11.   Determine how local and state communities have changed over time, and explain the reasons for 
changes.  

6.1.4.D.12.   Explain how folklore and the actions of famous historical and fictional characters from New Jersey and 
other regions of the United States contributed to the American national heritage.  

6.1.4.D.14.   Trace how the American identity evolved over time.  

6.3.4.A.1.   Determine what makes a good rule or law and apply this understanding to rules and laws in your school or 
community (e.g., bike helmet, recycling).  

6.3.4.A.2.   Examine the impact of a local issue by considering the perspectives of different groups, including 
community members and local officials.  

RI.4.2.   Determine the main idea of a text and explain how it is supported by key details; summarize the text. 

RI.4.3.   Explain events, procedures, ideas, or concepts in a historical, scientific, or technical text, including what 
happened and why, based on specific information in the text. 

RI.4.4.   Determine the meaning of general academic and domain-specific words or phrases in a text relevant to a 
grade 4 topic or subject area. 

RI.4.9.   Integrate and reflect on (e.g. practical knowledge, historical/cultural context, and background knowledge) 
information from two texts on the same topic in order to write or speak about the subject knowledgeably.  

W.4.2.A.   Introduce a topic clearly and group related information in paragraphs and sections; include formatting (e.g., 
headings), illustrations, and multimedia when useful to aiding comprehension.  

W.4.7.   Conduct short research projects that build knowledge through investigation of different aspects of a topic. 

W.4.8.   Recall relevant information from experiences or gather relevant information from print and digital sources; 
take notes and categorize information, and provide a list of sources. 

SL.4.1.A.   Explicitly draw on previously read text or material and other information known about the topic to explore 
ideas under discussion. 

SL.4.1.D.   Review the key ideas expressed and explain their own ideas and understanding in light of the discussion. 

SL.4.2.   Paraphrase portions of a text read aloud or information presented in diverse media and formats (e.g., visually, 
quantitatively, and orally). 
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SL.4.6.   Differentiate between contexts that call for formal English (e.g., presenting ideas) and situations where 
informal discourse is appropriate (e.g., small-group discussion); use formal English when appropriate to task and 
situation. 

L.4.4.A.   Use context (e.g., definitions, examples, or restatements in text) as a clue to the meaning of a word or 
phrase. 

Technology Standards  

8.1.5.A.1 Select and use the appropriate digital tools and resources to accomplish a variety of tasks including solving 
problems. 

8.1.5.A.2 Format a document using a word processing application to enhance text and include graphics, symbols and/ 
or pictures.  

8.1.5.A.4 Graph data using a spreadsheet, analyze and produce a report that explains the analysis of the data.  

8.1.5.B.1 Collaborative to produce a digital story about a significant local event or issue based on first-person 
interviews.  

8.1.5.D.2 Analyze the resource citations in online materials for proper use.  

8.1.5.F.1 Apply digital tools to collect, organize, and analyze data that support a scientific finding.  

8.2.5.A.4 Compare and contrast how technologies have changed over time due to human needs and economic, 
political and/or cultural influences.  

8.2.5.B.6 Compare and discuss how technologies have influenced history in the past century. 

21st Century Practices 

CRP1. Act as a responsible and contributing citizen and employee. 

CRP2. Apply appropriate academic and technical skills.  

CRP3. Attend to personal health and financial well-being. 

CRP4. Communicate clearly and effectively and with reason. 

CRP5. Consider the environmental, social and economic impacts of decisions.  

CRP6. Demonstrate creativity and innovation.  

CRP7. Employ valid and reliable research strategies. 

 CRP8. Utilize critical thinking to make sense of problems and persevere in solving them.  

CRP11.  Use technology to enhance productivity. CRP12.  Work productively in teams while using cultural global 
competence.  
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Stage 1 - Desired Results 

Transfer 

Students will be able to independently use their learning to… 
● Identify how differences in traditions and heritage enforce the need for cultural awareness and 

building tolerance. 
● Recognize the significance of key historical events, documents, and individuals that led to the 

development of our nation. 

Meaning 

UNDERSTANDINGS 
Students will understand that ... 

● New Jersey consists of 4 distinct regions, each with its own culture, resources, politics, and 
geography. 

● New Jersey's location has played an important role in its growth and development. 

ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS 
● How does the: culture, resources, politics, and geography of one region differ from another? 
● How has New Jersey's location played an important role in its growth and development? 

Acquisition 

Students will know …. 
● Elements of Lenape Life (settlements, clothing, food, family roles, traditions, games, 

transportation, technology etc.) 
● Similarities/differences of land use among the Lenape and early settlers. 
● Different types of maps/globes and their appropriate applications. 
● Latitude and longitude, map keys and symbols. 
● Land forms, climate and weather, and availability of resources have impacted where and how 

people live and work. 
● Each region has distinct landforms and important historical cities 
● The industrial revolution brought about historical implications which changed the dynamics of 

modernization. 
● Understand that a citizen is a legally recognized resident of a state and the nation with rights and 

responsibilities in a democracy. 
● Explain that citizens receive protection and services from the state and national governments. 
● Each state has local, elected officials with specific roles and responsibilities. 
● New Jersey has a state seal and state symbols. 
● New Jersey's innovations and inventors. 
● The role of households, businesses, laborers, and the government in the economic system. 
● Local resources and their availability affect local economies in New Jersey and the region. 
● Trade impacts local and global economies. 
● NJ's economy is a mixture of agriculture, manufacturing, natural resources and services. 
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● Technology affects the economy of both households and business. 
● The health of the environment is related to global and local economies. 

Students will be skilled at … 
● Identify elements of a culture 
● Compare/contrast early culture to culture today. 
● Interpret globes and maps, including latitude and longitude and a variety of types of map keys. 
● Use historical, political, geographical, and geologic maps to interpret the past. 
● Identify major cities and explain how maps can be used to understand tangible and intangible 

differences. 
● Recall important and trivia facts about the state of NJ. 
● Debate importance and desirability of each region in regards to tourism. 
● Define and distinguish between goods (manufactured and produced) and service. 
● Examine a timeline depicting the history of industry in N.J. 
● Identify NJ's major economic productions. 
● Analyze the effects of economic growth and the environment. 

Stage 2 - Evidence 

PERFORMANCE TASK(S): 
Many influential people contributed to the success and growth of NJ including Thomas Edison, Albert 
Einstein, Judy Blume, Paul Simon, etc.  Choose a famous New Jersey native that has made a significant 
contribution to the state in their personal/professional endeavors. After reading several primary and 
secondary sources, students will create a multi-media project highlighting that person's life, biggest 
achievements, and impact on the state.  
 

OTHER EVIDENCE: 
Interactive Student Notebook 
Class participation 
Assessments (formal and informal) 

Stage 3 - Learning Plan 

This Unit includes lessons 14,15,16,17 in the TCi program as well as any additional resources that the 
teacher needs to meet the standards and unit objectives.  
 
Learning  Activities can include... 
Hook 
Conduct research, compose an argument, take pictures, write descriptions of the images, create a table, 
develop charts 
Core Steps 
Perspective of American Revolutionary War: draw a cartoon 
Jigsaw events leading up to the war, develop student created anchor charts 
14. The Geography of Your State: tools geographers use, connecting geography and history/ economics, 
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geography in your state 
15. The History of Your State: explore the past, why we study the past, settlement of a state, expanding the 
U.S., growth and development of a state,  
16. Researching Your State’s Economy: basics, markets, workers, role of the consumer, jobs, economy 
17. Researching Your State’s Government: federal system, separation of powers, leadership, choosing 
leaders, ideas become laws, rights/responsibilities of citizens 

Core Materials and Resources: 

● TCi Social Studies Alive Regions of Our Country textbook 
● TCi Social Studies Alive Regions of Our Country  interactive workbook 
●  Brain Pop Jr. (Related Videos: Native Americans, American History, Government, Economics, 

Citizenship, etc.) 
● Learn 360 (Related Videos: Regions of the Country) 
● www.superteacherworksheets.com/communities (activities and worksheets available) 
● www.sfsocialstudies.com/g3/index.html (interactive games, current events, activities) 
● American Revolution Interactive Notebooks 
● Content related Safari Montage® Resources  
● Additional resources related to content: o Trade Books o Magazines o Videos o Globes o Maps o 

Posters o Primary/Secondary Sources including Photographs o Guest Speakers o Monthly News 
Pages o Related Websites o Informational Texts on identified topics o Related CD’s o Artifacts o 
Atlases 

 
Mentor Texts: 

● Giving Thanks: A Native American Good Morning Message By: Chief Jake Swamp  
● The Rough-Face Girl By: Rafe Martin & David Shannon  
● How the Stars Fell Into the Sky: A Navajo Legend by: Jerrie Oughton  
● Between Earth & Sky: Legends of Native American Sacred Places by: Joseph Bruchac  
● Pocahontas: Peacemaker and Friend to the Colonist By: Pamela Hill Nettleton  
● The Lenape Indians of New Jersey By: Herbert C. Kraft  
● Life in a Longhouse Village By: Bobbie Kalman  

Differentiation: 

English Language Learner- 
-Use of Google Translate to translate worksheets and assignments 
-Access to texts in native language 
-Give students choices for presentation method 
-Help students make personal connections by celebrating culture, language and diversity 
-Use of Read & Write on Chromebooks to read webpages out loud as the students research 
-Break instructions down into concrete and direct steps 
-Allow access to new vocabulary words or concepts in native language to help the student relate the 
information 
-Extended time for processing, activities, and assessments 
-Use pictures associated with vocabulary to help students associate words with pictures 
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-Provide students with verbal and written sentence starters 
-Check in with student frequently to ensure understanding 
-Scribe for student 
 
504 - 
-Use of Read & Write on Chromebooks to read webpages out loud as the students research 
-Provide student with graphic organizer to focus research 
-Give students choices for presentation method 
-Include multisensory activities (ex., use videos for auditory and visual processing; use pictures when 
possible) 
-Allow students to gather information from other sources besides text (ex., videos, ) 
-Use picture cards when introducing unfamiliar vocabulary words 
-Allow for repetition of instructions 
-Show students an example of the finished product and help with breaking the task down into smaller 
chunks.  Provide student with clear directions to achieve each small task to help them achieve the overall 
task. 
-Refer to student’s 504 Plan to determine appropriate additional modifications for specific student 
 
Special Education -  
-Use of Read & Write on Chromebooks to read webpages out loud as the students research 
-Provide student with graphic organizer to focus research 
-Give students choices for presentation method 
-Include multisensory activities (ex., use videos for auditory and visual processing; use pictures when 
possible) 
-Allow students to gather information from other sources besides text (ex., videos, ) 
-Use picture cards when introducing unfamiliar vocabulary words 
-Allow for repetition of instructions 
-Show students an example of the finished product and help with breaking the task down into smaller 
chunks.  Provide student with clear directions to achieve each small task to help them achieve the overall 
task. 
-Refer to student’s IEP to determine appropriate additional modifications for specific student 
 
Students At-Risk - 
-Use of Read & Write on Chromebooks to read webpages out loud as the students research 
-Provide student with graphic organizer to focus research 
-Give student choices for presentation method 
-Include multisensory activities (ex., use videos for auditory and visual processing; use pictures when 
possible) 
-Allow student to gather information from other sources besides text (ex., videos, ) 
-Use picture cards when introducing unfamiliar vocabulary words 
-Allow for repetition of instructions 
-Show students an example of the finished product and help with breaking the task down into smaller 
chunks.  Provide student with clear directions to achieve each small task to help them achieve the overall 
task. 
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Gifted and Talented -  
-Provide students with challenging choices of reading materials 
-Encourage students to connect personal interests with current topics 
-Give students opportunities to research key concepts 
-Offer many choices for students 
-Give student broad, open ended questions and ask them to support their ideas with concrete facts 
-Ask students to reflect on their own learning 
-Give student chances to do independent research 
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